308                  THE EMPTY QUARTER

resembling the long rolling breakers of a shallow sea. As
distinct from either, the Hibaka or moraine formation is not
unlike a storm-tossed ocean covered with ' white horses.'

We had marched no less than seven hours without a break
when, at 1 p.m., it was voted desirable to make a short halt
for refreshments in a wide rolling plain.  There was not much
for the camels to browse on, and with the sun peeping out
more boldly through the gaps in the clouds, which remained
thick only in the south, th& atmosphere was inclined to be
sultry in spite of a light northerly breeze.  Just before halting
we had seen the fresh track of a hare, as well as dung both of
Oryx and the Rim gazelle, but it scarcely seemed likely that
we should actually see any game under such conditions.
There was nothing for game to live on, though again during
the afternoon we met with gazelle and Oryx droppings so
often that we began to hope there might be fresh pastures at
no great distance ahead.   And certainly there was some im-
provement in this respect, for we came upon strips of vege-
tation where there was a little Abal and even some green
Hadh, to say nothing of occasional thin lines ofAndab, which
may have been the outcome of the recent rain or of an
isolated earlier shower.   At intervals Suwid or one of the
others would dismount to scrape away the surface sand by
way of testing the depth to which the moisture had pene-
trated.   On one occasion they found the sand quite wet at a
depth of six inches, and we actually passed by a fair-sized
hollow in which a regular pool had evidently been formed
by the rain, though there was nothing now left of the
water.   In another spot there had clearly been a shower
of hail or very large rain-drops, which had pitted the sandy
surface over a considerable area.   But still there was no
sign of any living thing, the record of the day's march
being only a single Desert Warbler and a butterfly in
addition to the swallow.

By 4 p.m. we had all had enough of the marching and
settled down to camp on the north side of one of the low Baui
,Zaioaa ridges. The sky was then fairly clear overhead, while
clouds had been concentrated to the northward, whence
e a steady though moderate breeze, The camels were